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both of the Horse Artillery, and as such accustomed to botl
horses and harness; and under them, in the districts, to helj
select and purchase the cattle, several officers were employee
from time to time. In the Behar country, to take over the
carts when they arrived, there was, as my deputy, Colonel de
Kantzow, a very able officer, whose work was at all times oi
the hardest, but who was specially valuable to me when, at
the close of the famine, the large number of surplus mules
and ponies had to be disposed of. We all worked at high
pressure in those days. My house at Allahabad and the
camp in the grounds were like a beehive. What with the
staff at the office, and officers passing through, we seldom sat
down less than a dozen at any given meal. Some senior
officers down-country who found themselves similarly situated,
obtained from Government a sumptuary allowance to cover
what was obviously a great expense. But although this was
offered me, I fortunately declined it, and so was at no time
liable to some ill-natured fellow considering he had a right
to loaf about my house, abuse the food and liquor, and
declare that my time was chiefly occupied in saving money
out of the liberal allowance made me by Government to
supply him and his " pals " with food and liquor, and of their
share of which they were being shamefully defrauded!

The scene to be witnessed at the railway station at Allaha-
bad on a*very hot hot-weather day during these times, when
British officers, very lightly clothed, were trying to persuade
some little-travelled ponies or mules to accommodate them-
selves to the comforts of a railway truck, was a sight to be
remembered, and the patience and resource exhibited shamed,
and eventually overcame, even the innate and experienced
obstinacy of the mule.

There, and in the famine districts, and on other occasions,
I have seen something of the British officer. And some of
them have known me not only in famine times, for as a
Commandant of Volunteers I have had, in my day, many
adjutants. And I have put in my term of duty with a regi*
meat, aad have attended a garrison class, so I can speak